We are excited to announce that our nomination for the
Noojee & District Historical Society has been recognised with
an award!

To celebrate this significant achievement, DEECA hosted a
special event during Volunteer Week, attended by DEECA
representatives Sarah and Tamika.

The celebration took place on Wednesday, May 27, at the
Noojee Heritage Centre.

We gathered to honour and appreciate the invaluable
contributions of our dedicated volunteers.

The current volunteers who attended the event were: Percy
Camilleri, Gary Ryan, Gary Bell, Janiene Ayre, John Olsen,
Melina Camilleri, Will Langoor, and Angie Langoor (left to
right).

Those unable to attend included Janet Cowden, Graeme
Linaker, Miles Spencer, and Sarah Hobgen.
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Decemer 0’ 2011 e S | This recognition from the Department

of Energy, Environment, and Climate
Action (DEECA)  honours the
dedication and efforts of current and
former volunteers who passionately
support our Society's mission.

The event was an uplifting celebration,
Ea sy S I T brimming with gratitude and a sense of
railway dream becoming a reality communlty, capturing the essence of
D2 ot fjeg o e oo O ey 2 our vibrant group.
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This remarkable award is a collective
tribute to all volunteers who have
devoted their time and energy over the
years.

It particularly shines a light on those
from 2012 onwards, when Tamika
Darragh, along with Pat Lambert from
DEECA, first embarked on this
transformative journey.

Now, fifteen years later, Tamika stands
before us to present the award, having
witnessed  profound  shifts and
developments at the Noojee Heritage
Centre.

The GazelteT=

CIRCULATING THROUGHOUT BAW BAW SHIRE & WEST GIPPSLAND
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Foawr Camwaory Nerwslover

One of our wonderful volunteers

Noojee Heritage Centre woukd not be
Noojee Heritage Centre without the
Historical Society’s volunteers. Over the
years, many community members have
worked twelessly to bulld the centre and
preserve the town’s history. Today
volunteers still work hard to keep the
centre maintained and operating.

One long serving volunteer, who may
soon have another role cataloguing, =
Janet Cowmden

President Janiene Ayres sad lanet & 2
wital part of their volunteer team.

her knowledge of the region & so
valuable. She's ako done some amazing
work with maps.” Janet works most
Saturdays for about eight hours doing
grounds work and research and has
been with the soclety since 2012,

"I gat invalved when they were meeting
at the CFA bullding,” Janet said. “At that
stage, they just had a tent pitched on
the ste.

“1 kind of fell into volunteering because
I'm not a Noajee person, I'm a thad
generation Neerim South resident. | was
in the Warragul Historical Socety and
attended a meeting there where the
shire had done a hentage study and
there were a few citatons about
propertes in Naojee. | had the disc with
their draft report that wasn't wanted
anymore, 50 | took it to the Noojee
Historical Sooety.

“When | first joined, there was another
couple there who were very friendly
and invited me back to their place. That
was the Harvey's, Peter and Emma,
which was very rice of them.”

Janet said she volunteers because she
likes history. She’s also 2 member of the
Neerim District Hestory & Heritage
Group. "My father spent 85 years here
and he used to tak about the oider
peaple and what they did. 1 do enjay
doing the grounds work too, so | have a
love for . | leave the big heavy work to
the men to do. If | see something they
are not tackling that | think | can do,
then | tackie 2. |I'm not really into the
flower garden that's Valdas work, and |
think she’s done a very pretty job of it
Valda isn't a sockety member, she just
volunteers.”

Janet never married or had children.
She regufarly attends Church in Rokeby
and occasionally sends letters nto the
Warragul Gazette as part of her owic
duty she said smiling.

She was 2 trained teacher and worked
in Merbetn near Midura and
Tallangatta.

r‘ “Her sills, her attention to detad and
1
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“Neerim South was my home and | came
back for hokdays.”

She kater worked as a librarian in Darwn
where she stayed for 25 years, still
coming home to Neenm South at
intervats.

Noojee Truffle Festival
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The Noojee Truffle Festival wil be held
from July 10 to August 2nd. The program
features 19 separate events, with seven
taking place in Noojee and the remadning
12 held in Neerim and Neervm South. The
festval will run during the truffle
harvesting season.

The festval Is expected to boost tounsm
across the distnct while also supporting
local businesses.

The event has been made possible
through a Victorlan Government grant as
part of the Forestry Transstion Program’s
Community Development Fund

B8aw Baw Shire Mayor, Courcillor Kate
Wilson said this festival will showcase the
locally grown black truffle with food and
produce workshops taking place as well
as farm gate tours, truffle hunts with
dogs, cooking demonstratiors and artsan
market stalls

During the festival, the Noojee Heritage
Centre will be transformed into a Truffle
Station each Sunday, with additonal
events taking place at the Toclshed, Ridge
Road Blooms, and Toorongo Valley
Estate. Ashridge Truffles and Neen Nuff
Wine Bar and Kitchen will host events

outside of Noojee

Festwal organsers e encouraging
vestors 1o ‘follow their nose’ to Noojee
this winter and discover why black truffles
are often called the ‘diamonds of the

The Noojee News acknowledges the origisel inhabitants and troditional custodians of Noojee and ssvrounds and poys respect to Elders
past, present and First Peoples of Australio who five in this district.

Neas



https://noojeerailwaystationprecinct.com/newsletters/
https://shorturl.at/s9fKU
https://noojeerailwaystationprecinct.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/noojee-news-winter-2026.pdf

COUNCIL WELCOMES $250,000 OF FUNDING FOR
THE NOOJEE HERITAGE PRECINCT

£ .I-mage Glenn
Fenton Chair,

Click for
More Informatlon
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Baw Baw Shire CounC|I has welcomed $250,000 from the Foundatlon of Rural and Regional
Renewal to fund the next phase of the Noojee Heritage Centre Precinct. The grant will go
towards supporting the Shaping the Future of Noojee project which is part of the broader
Forestry Transition Program.

The program supports workers, businesses and the community in transitioning away from native
timber harvesting and has been running since August 2022. The grant will be used for the
installation of new signage including the Rokeby to Noojee rail trail head, expanding and
improving carparking including electric vehicle chargers and landscaping and picnic
infrastructure.

The Shaping the Future of Noojee project comprises four key working groups that feed into the
strategic direction of Noojee. These working groups are:

The Noojee Eco Community Working Group

The Specialised Agricultural Industry Development Working Group
The Tracks and Trails Working Group, and

The Power and Connectivity Reliability Working Group

Baw Baw Shire Mayor Councillor Kate Wilson welcomed the funding boost for Noojee.

“This latest funding announcement will be used to uplift the end of the popular Rokeby to Noojee
rail trail, and this is great news for our community,” Cr Wilson said.

“We will ensure the new infrastructure maintains the current heritage and timber themes in the
area by utilising natural materials to provide locals and visitors a sensory connection to the
area's history.”

“Some of this will be through interpretative signage, carved timber play spaces and the planting
of native Australian flora to provide a place for our community to come together, reflect and
connect in the beautiful outdoors.”

For more about the Shaping the Future of Noojee project, visit Shaping the future of Noojee |
Baw Baw Connect



https://www.bawbawconnect.com.au/hub-page/noojee
https://www.bawbawconnect.com.au/hub-page/noojee
https://www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au/Latest-News/Council-welcomes-250000-of-funding-for-the-Noojee-Heritage-Precinct

EVENTS CALENDAR 2026
July — August 2026

Truffle Station @ Noojee Heritage Centre operates every Sunday
during the Noojee Truffle Festival, which runs from
Friday, 10 July, to Sunday, 2 August 2026
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FESTIVAL

Truffle Station @ Noojee Heritage Centre | Noojee Truffle
Festival VIC

Time: 11am to 3pm Each Sunday during the Noojee Truffle Festival

The Noojee Heritage Precinct transforms into Truffle Station — a place to wander, linger and follow
your nose.

Enjoy truffle dog appearances, children's face painting, heritage displays and live music, all set against
the charm of Nogjee's historic heart. Grab a coffee, snack and even a truffle toastie from the café,
then settle in and soak up the atmasphere.

It's also your starting point for exploring the festival, with friendly Noojee Truffle Festival
Ambassadors on hand to share local walks, festival activities and assist with booking events such as
dining experiences and truffle hunts.

For more information about the Noojee Truffle Festival visit
https://noojeetrufflefestival.com.au/program/

Location: Noojee Heritage Centre, Mt Baw Baw Tourist Road, Noojee
Organiser: Western District Car Club
Venue Notes: The rally will be
based in Noojee, VIC,
emphasising regional forest
stages.

For official updates, entry
information, and to view the full
calendar of events, please visit
the Rally NSW website or the
WDCC website.

The 2026 Ada River Rally is set to take place on August 22, 2026, in Noojee. This event, rescheduled
from May, is part of the NSW Rally Championship as Round 4 and serves as Round 5 of the East
Coast Classic Rally Series (for both 2WD and 4WD vehicles).
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https://www.bendigobank.com.au/branch/vic/community-bank-neerim-district/
https://noojeerailwaystationprecinct.com/newsletters/
https://noojeerailwaystationprecinct.com/newsletters/
https://noojeerailwaystationprecinct.com/newsletters/
https://noojeerailwaystationprecinct.com/newsletters/
https://rallynsw.com.au/2026/02/25/new-2026-date-for-the-ada-river-rally/
https://noojeetrufflefestival.com.au/
https://noojeetrufflefestival.com.au/program/
https://noojeetrufflefestival.com.au/

VOLUNTEER UPDATE
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The N&DHS Committee of Management wishes to extend its heartfelt
gratitude to several dedicated individuals whose unwavering support
and assistance are invaluable to our volunteers.

We would especially recognise:

- Simon and Jo Griffin from Homegrown Design, Photography and
Print, whose creative insights and commitment to our mission enhance
our projects.

- Dale Bates and Kylie Hallam Wilson, whose organisational skills and
passion for community service greatly support our initiatives, and
whose tireless efforts and enthusiasm inspire everyone around them.

- Crystal Petschack, Troy and Micheal Wawrzik, the dynamic team
behind Heritage Gifts & Coffee, exemplify true dedication and
commitment to their community. Their passion for supporting local
initiatives and enriching the lives of those around them is evident in
every aspect of their business.

Lana Horn, the Noojee Forestry Project Manager, and Leah
' Dougherty, the Noojee Forestry Support Officer, bring their
- management expertise and dedication to our projects, playing vital

roles in advancing our vision and sustaining our community.

2026 WORKING GROUP DATES STARTING AT 10AM

Every second and fourth Wednesday

JUNE 2026 JULY 2026

- *Thursday, 11 June 2026 New Date - Wednesday, 8 July 2026
- Wednesday, 24 June 2026 A - Wednesday, 22 July 2026

We are proud to announce that the Noojee Heritage Centre had another fantastic month, filled
with engaging events, volunteer recognition, and funding announcements. We celebrated
Volunteer Week, acknowledging the invaluable contributions of our dedicated volunteers, both
past and present, who play a vital role in our operations.

We are also excited to share that we have secured funding from Baw Baw Shire to support our
vision for the future. In just six weeks, the Noojee Truffle Festival will be here!

Our initiatives, which include captivating workshops and insightful exhibitions, are designed to
foster connections and celebrate our local heritage. If you have any questions or would like to
learn more about our recent activities, please reach out to us at noojeeheritage@gmail.com.

We look forward to hearing from you and sharing more about the exciting developments at the
centre!

Warmest regards, Janiene Ayre, President, N&DHS


https://www.homegrowndesign.com.au/
https://www.homegrowndesign.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571303049296
https://www.bawbawconnect.com.au/hub-page/noojee
https://www.bawbawconnect.com.au/hub-page/noojee

Shaping the future of

NOOJEE

Lana Horn s=% Leah Dougherty

Noojee Forestry Project Manager ? 1 Noojee Forestry Support Officer
5624 2525 { (B 56242526

lana.horn@bawbawshirevic.gov.au leah.dougherty@bawbawshirevic.gov.au
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Rokeby to Noo;ee~ . z
Trail Extegslo_n. EVENT:
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Make a Dmerence. JEERY
Assistin funding the planning, -
development, a

i Sunday 14 June 2026

= Free dinner and dessert

« Official launch of the Noojee & District
Community Development Association
(NDCDA)

+ Innovation Working Group updates

» Live music

- We've got heaters to keep you warm!

TIME: 5pm - 7pm
ADDRESS: Noojee Community Hall
Scan the QR code

to send a letter to
MPs and Ministers.

y ' B o - Support the Rokeby to Noojee 0 .
: . - Trail Extension emails sent
Rokeby to.Noojee Trall =\

Extension' " \

The goal of this campaign is to seek government funding and support to allow Baw Baw Shire to develop
and construct the Rokeby to Noojee Trail Stage Two Extension. We are asking the community to speak
up and tell MP's why they should invest in completing the Neerim to Noojee part of the trail so that the
trail extends the full length from Rokeby to Noojee.



https://www.bawbawconnect.com.au/
https://www.bawbawconnect.com.au/hub-page/noojee
https://www.bawbawconnect.com.au/hub-page/noojee
https://bawbawadvocacy.good.do/rokeby/rokeby_trail/
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/ehq-production-australia/f1e2a7f49be12aad678e498b99d516d690787714/original/1778738326/4a4414a897b10e20aa951364631bd43f_June%20Community%20Event.png?1778738326

